
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



ifo have lain in confequenceof the head; but the /J/»<f^ of Caf- 
ficftA is now in 13° 24.' in antecedence of the Comet, whbfe 
Taillay not therefore in confequence , but in antecedence of 
the line pafiing through its head and the Sun, at about an angle 
of 10 degrees. 

Next Night, being that following the 23 of April ^ I a- 
gain waited for the Comets rifing ; but the Heavens were thick 
of fcattered Clouds, and moft wliere the Comet rofe, fo that I 
a'moft defpaircd of fAing it ; till about |-of an hour after two 
I faw its Tailjwhich appeared much fliorter than laft morning 
through a break of ihe Clouds; which foon arter opening 
wider I fa w the head too,and hading I meafureditsdiftance. 
AfYtl 23 at 14'' $1' ;>. w from Mir^cb 21° 09'- but before I 
could get the plain of the Sextant to M^oi, the Clouds came o- 
ver the Comet again.and I could fee it no more. 

Hence, and from a courfe Obfervation of it fent me by an 
ingenious Friend, I found its motion was dire^, and its lati- 
tude decreafing. I hoped neverthelefs I might fee it again in 
the Evenings following , aad waited for it ; but though they 
proved fometimes clear I could never find it, and I believed, 
that henceforward to us it would beunobfervable. 

A» Account of fome Books : 
h The Natural Bifioyy of OXFORDSHIRE, behg an Effay 

tmard //>« Natural Hiftory of ENGLAND'. £/ Robert 

Plot,LL. D. Trinted at t he Theater hOxhtd^i 67 7 MfoL 

THe worthy and learned Author of this Work, having very 
generoady undertaken to make a fuller and ftrifler fur- 
\'eyof the Natural and Artificial things of England, than hath 
been made hitherto, and being induced to this undertaking by 
the confideration of advancing thereby both the knowledge of 
Nature, and the bufinefs of trade ; hath begun to execute this 
Noble defignby giving us a very particular account of what 
occurred to him , for the moft part upon his own perfonal 
enquiry, in Oxferdlhire. An attempt fo confiderable, that if it 
were purfued by fit perfons all over the World with care, 
judgment and diligence , would in time produce a )uft Hiftory 
of Nature^ and furnifh both the Philofopher with good Mate- 
rials to work with,and generally all fortsof men with the plea- 
fant and ufeful knowledge of the riches and wonders of the 
World. 

The 
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The Method, obfcrvedl by our Author in this County, and 
doubtkrs to beobferved by him in others,isjthat beconfiders, 
I. Natural things, fuch as Nature either hath retained the fame 
from the beginning, or freely produces in her ordinary courfe, 
as AttimdSy ^Unts, and the utiiverfal Furmture of thg World. 
2. l^ature's Extravagaaces Mid Defelfs y occafioned either by 
theExuberancy ofiratter,orObftinacy of impediments, as in 
Mcnfiers, 3. As Nature is reftrain'd, forced, falhicn'd, or de- 
termined by Jm^f/4/ Operations. 

More particularly he obferveth what is remarkable in the 
Heavens and Air, in Waters,in Earths,Sands,Clays,Stones : A- 
gain, in Trees and Plants, where he difcover s feverai, unknown 
before at t he Ojfo»w» Phyfickgardenj and others not ordina- 
rily found in this County j together with divers iintifual grains 
fown in the fame* Moreover, in Animals.with things uncommon, 
attending them. To all which he fubpyns many things of ^r/, 
he met witli in this Country. 

To give the Reader, out of this curious and vafl GollediODja 
few Samples J I fhall take notice,of an Echo,repeatirgdiftinft- 
ly 1 7 fyllabies in the day time, atid twenty in the night, in 
Woodftockfark', Of Petrifying waters at North- ^ffftontSommer- 
toft,^. Of a fort of Sand, which when waChed and duly or- 
der 'd, isfold by retailat 2ofhillings aBufliel, ziKmgham: 
Of excellent Fire- and Weather- ftones, at teynton^idi Bcrton : 
Of Marble,at Bletchington : OfLdfides Jttd/iiciiitMeddingtoni 
Of two forts of Pear-trees , bearing twice a year , the one at 
StattUke, call'd the Hundred pound pear, the other at Latch- 
/pr</, called the Pear of Paradife: Of arath-rjpe EarleySo^9/'d 
and return'd again into the Barn in two months time, fetched 
from Patney in Wiltjhire: Of a great fprcading Oak, from 
boughs end to boughs end 108 feef, under the ftadow.of 
which,43oo men may fufiiciently be ffieltep'd : Of a great Old 
Elm in «Li7'/^^'^'</<?»Co!ltdge Grove, barked quite round for 
many years jand pithlefs, yet lives ; and of another great Elm 
having three Trunks, iffued out of one root , in St. John Baft. 
Colledge in Oxford: Of a white Linner^ ^iDeddhgton-. Of 
tv»ro SalmonSj the one fomcthing above, the other fomething 
under, a yard in length, caich*t in a fmall Brook that a man may 
eafily ftcp over, not above one furlotigfrom the Spring- head, 
about 200 miles from the Rivers mouth, at LiUhgtofi-Loveh. 

Of 
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Of a Hog near thirteen hands high, at i^fper-Tadmerfo» : Of a 
Cow, at Newwgtoff, which whilft a Calt, before flie was eleven 
months old, produced another*, which Animals carrying their 
burthen ufually no lefs than 9 months, we muft either admit,tbat 
this Cow took Bull at ten or eleven weeks old, or that the Cow 
her felf was at firft brought forth pregnane of another. Of 
Deer in CoroburyfArk^VHY^xch beingfora while (in partatleaft) 
turn'd into a Gony- warren, the Deer upon it had all dwarf 
heads, the rtioft of them irregular , though the Deer themfelves 
were well grown ; but as foon as the Warren was deftroyed by 
the prefent proprictor,theDeer came again to have as/4/r bran- 
ched beads as any Deer whatever in the adjoyning Forreft ; Of 
a Woman of fixty years old , brought to bed of a Son, both 
now living,at Sbetford ; and of another of 63 years old, then 
with Child,when the Author wrote: Of a Woman of 36 years 
of Age,married, wanting half an inch of a yard in height ; born 
at Milcomb'. Of feme perfons, whereof three are in the hun- 
dred year of their age 5 one, died at the age of 103 ; another, 
of theageof 112 ; athird, of theageof 114 years: See p. 19 
and p3i2. 

Of the things of Art , I fiiall here take noice, i.of Sr, 
Chrifiofher Wrens contrivance of a Weaf her- clock, in order to 
compofe a Hiftory of Scafons ; with obf^rvations which are 
the moft healthful or contagious to Men or Beafts ; which, the 
harbingers of Blights, Mildews, Smut, or any other accidents 
attending Men, Cattle, or Grain ; fo that at length being inftru- 
fted in liic Caufes of thefe Evils, we may the eafier prevent or 
find remedies for them. 2. Of a Clock lately contrived by Mr. 
John Jones , which moves by the Air , equally expreft out of 
Bellows : 5. Of Gunpowder invented by Fryer Bacon, and of 
the Telefcope known to the fame : 4. Of an Inftrumeat of Sir 
Chr.Wrens, which meafures the quantity of Rain that falls, 
which as foon as 'tis full, empties it felf; whereby at theyears 
end it is eafie to compute how much has fallen upon fuch a 
qmntity of ground forall that times m order to difcovcr the 
Theory of Springs, ExhaIations,&c. 5. Of the Arts and Ways, 
by \hich the feveral forts of Soyls are tilled in Oxfordjbire. 
6. Of the Manufaflure of the Stone- or CoUen-vf ares, slS Bottles, 
Jiiggs,&c. as alfoof the difcovcr'd Myftery of the Heffjo^ 
Wares, whereby VeflTels are made to retain all forts of penetra- 
ting 
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ting Salts andSpirits ; likewife of an Art of making a certain 
Bnglijh Earth as vvliite and tranfparent as Percellah: Al] three 
by tAr.Dmghf, 6, Of an excellent way to prevent the firing 
of Ricks of Hay and Stacks of Corn ; asalfoof feveral ways 
of prefer ving the latter from being eaten by Rats and Mice > 
whereof one is, by a peculiar kind of Rats-bane , that kills no 
Creatures but thofe for which it is defigned, except jPm/try: 
See/>,257.259, 8. Ofa fucceftful way of grafting white Fro»- 
t iK/ac vpon the JParJIj^ Vim; and the cir]y Fed- e/ufier or Cur' 
rant-grape upon the Fox grdfe. 9. Of a way of fatting Hogs 
with iTo much husbandry and fo little trouble , that they cannot 
fpoil a Bean. 10, Of a Mill,that.grinds both Apples for Cider, 
and Wheat to Flower, which it fifts at the fame time into four 
different fineneffes ; as alfo Oats, which it cujs from the husk, 
and winnows from the chaff, into pure Oatmeal ; laftiy Mu- 
fiard. All which is performed at Jufmcre by one Horfe and 
Man; together, or feverally. 1 1. Of another Mill, that grinds 
Corn, cuts Stones, and bores Guns, altogether or feveraljy , at 
HanweiL 12. Of a very ingenious device of making flat floors 
or roofs ofjhort pieces of Timber,continued to a great breadth 
without either Arch-work or Pillar to fupport them , being 
fuftained only by the* fide- Walls and their own texture; by 
which means many times the deftOi of /c/ig timber, or mifiakes 
of Workmen, arefopplicd andrcftified without any prejudice 
to the building; together with a dtmonftrationof this Work, 
given by Dr.Wa/lii in his Book De Mcta. 13. Of the rare flat 
Floor of the theatre in Oxford , unfupported by Pillars , and 
whofemain beams are made of divers pieces oi Timber, from 
fide- wall to fide wall 80 foot over one way, and 70 the other, 
whofe Lockages arequite different from any other,and in many 
other particulars perhaps not to be parallel'd. 14. Of the 
curious and fignificaiit Painting of the Theater, largely ex- 
plained. 14 Of the Art of finking a Colour a confiderable 
depthintothebody/4fpolifi}t white Marble, by application 
of it to the outfide only ; by Mr. Bird. 1 6. Of an invention of 
Etihif}^, perfornr'd in a very curious and fpeedy way, by Sir 
Chr.Vfre/f. 1 7. Of Mr. Lee's Loom of weaving Silk-ftockings. 
18. Of the Banquefifig Trade improved zx. Witney. 19. An 
Account of the Starch-trade of Oxford. 20. Of a way of 
teacjiing deaf and dumb perfons not only to underftand what: 

they 
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they read, but alfo to fpeak and read intelligibly, by V>t.l{older 
and DtWaHU. 2 i. Of the Invention of anUniverfal Charaflcr, 
or Philofophical Langiiage,by Ut^Dalgarno and Dt.Jeb.Wtlkiits^ 
lateLrtBifliopofC^^y?^;*.' 2 2, A ftraight line found outequal to a 
Cycloid, by SirC^r. Wrett^ and a ftraight line found equal to a 
Curve,by "iAx.Willum Neil, 23. A newMethod,called the Jrith- 
metie of Infinites, for the more expedit and cfFc^ual Inquiry into 
the Quadrature of Curvilinear figures,or other difficult Problems 
in Geometry, by Dt.Wdlit. 24. Of confiderabic phaenomena of 
Mufick difcover'd by Mr. Pigotd^xiAMt. Nchle, fhewing, that 
though Viol- or Lute* firings rightly tuned doafFeft one another, 
yet moftof themdoit not in all places alike.as hath till now been 
fuppofed: Concerning which phsenomena in all their cafes , an 
exquifite folution hath been given by the Reverend and Learned 
Doftor Namjfw ^Mitrjh, Principal of St. Mbun Hall in Oxford ~i 
which particular was for want of information omitted in N»mk 
1 34 of thefe TraSsy where this matter was briefly fpoken of,and 
from whence the Reader ought to have been direfled for more 
fatisfaftion to this Hiftory, we are now defcribing ; wherein 'tis 
fully deliver'd,;».288,d^/<'^^. 25. Of the Invention of the Lym- 
pheduds.by Mr, Jtilif of Oxford. afi.Of the many excellent Dif- 
covcries,madc by Dr.Willu in his Book of Fermentation,of the 
Brain,of theSoulofBrutes,ofthePharmaceutice,&c. ij^Of In- 
jecting liquors into the Veins of Animals,by Sir ChrWrtn^ and of 
Transfufing Blood out of one Animal into another,by Dr.Lotver. 
ToaiJ^which the Author would have added the mention of fome 
of the many and new Experiments of the Noble Mr. B^y^, had he 
diftinftly known, which of them were made by him at Oxford^ 

The whole is concluded with a particular Chapter of the ^/?- 
tit^uities to be found in Oxford/hire ; but having been already 
fomewhat prolix in my account of this Hiftory, I muft forb( ar 
to mention any particulars of that Chapter,and defire the Reader, 
to repair as well for this, as many other confiderable Obfervati- 
ons, to the Book it felf. 

II. L'JRCHlTECrURE NAVJLB, avecle ROlitlER 
des Indes Orienules (^ Occidf Males : Far le Sieur Dafliej 
i Paris 167 7.in40. 

THe Author of this Book would have his Reader look upon 
it no otherwife than a fmall EfTay or Forerunner of abun- 
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dance of excellent refearchesof his Curiofity, which he faith he 
is preparing for the publick. His main defign in this worli he 
affirms to have been no other, than to reduce into Art, as metho- 
dically as he could, a Science fo neceffary and ufeful to the State, 
to render it familiai?,and to quicken thofe that are knowing in the 
Mathematicksand in Naval Architedure, to enquire after infalli- 
ble ways of making Ships fail better , and to find out the jufl: 
weight of a Ships burden,and its true Symmetry,and fb to bring 
this Art to perfedion. 

The Orderjby him obferv'd in this Treaty, is this : In thefirfi 
Book he delivers the Terms of Geometry , and the life of the 
CompatTes ncceflary toreprefent the plan and the proportion 
of a Ship ; asalfo the ufual Terms of Marine; the Definitionsof 
the feveral forts ofVeflels; the Proportions and Meafuresof 
all the parts of a Ship,exhibited in their feveral figures ; a gene- 
ral Defcriprion of all the Inftruments , Workmen , and other 
neccffaries for equippinga Fleet to go to Sea '■, together with an 
account of the Charges of building a Man of War of 1 06, and of 
anotherof 115 feet by the Keel. To which is added aliftof 
the Officers, neceffary to command and defend a Man of War ; 
as alfo the Number and Names of the Men of War and their Offi- 
cers now in the fervice of his French Majefty. 

Inthe/<fi'<j»^ Book, he gives the explication of the Terms for 
the building of a Gaily and Chaloup 5 and withal enume- 
rates the feveral parts of them, reprefented alfo by their figures ; 
adding likewife a general Defcription of all neceffaries for fit- 
ting out fuch Veflels , fo as to keep fix Months at Sea ; together 
with the Orders of his King touching the Salutes at Sea. 

The third Book contains the Tables of Longitude and Lati- 
tude of Places, and likewife of the Tydes,and their Currents ; 
togetherwith the Routs, Courfes and Diflances of the principal 
Ports of all the four parts of the Worldjand theShallow$,Rocks 
and other daapers therein. 

And forafinuch as the Buildingof Ships ferves principally for 
Trade, the Author hathj for the fake of Merchants, annexed the 
Routier of the haft and We/}'I»dies, extrafted out of the moft 
modern and befl Authors, conttiining above 3© Navigations , to- 
gether with the proper Seafons to make thofe Voyages , and the 
feveral Soundings, Aokerings,and Sea-ports: Proraifing withal 
topublifli in due time another Treatife under the Title of, the 
Stieme of the J^iiot. Having 
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Having thus given thfrReadcr a general view of the whole, it 
way not be amift, to acquaint him with fome particularities to 
be found in this Treat ife. As, 

r. That in the/r/? par*! of it there is to be found a particular 
explication of the Proportion to be obfcrvcd in the building of 
Ships from 60 feet by the Keel, to Ships of 140 feet ; and Jike- 
wift of the proportion to be obferved for Men of War , from 
400 Tuns upwards to acoo Tuns 5 together with a Tai>le to find 
the proportions for Men of War of the feveral rates, and for the 
feveral parts of them, and their refptftive Guns. 

2. A Lift of the Frefich Fleet in the year 167 1. 

3. A Lift of the Men of War built fince the year 1671. 

4. A particular Difcourfe of the General motion of the Sea, 
which this Author, amongft many othcrs,aflRrms to be from Eaft 
to Weft, inclining towards the North when the Sun bath pafTed 
the Equinoftial Northward ; and that, during the time the Sun 
is in the Northern Signs; but the contrary way , after the Sun 
hath repaffed the faid Equinodtial Southward ; Adding, that 
when this general motion is changed, the diurnal flux is changed 
likewife; whence it comes to pafs, that the Tides in divers 
places come-in during one part of the year,and go out theother; 
as on the coafts of Noyvpaj in the Iniies^ at Goa,Cochin'Chitiii,(^e. 
where whilft the Sun is in the Summer-figns , the Sea runs to the 
fboar, when in the Winter-figns, from it. On the moft Southern 
coafts of TuKqui» and China, for the fix Summer- months the di- 
urnal courfe runs from the North with the Ocean; but the Sun 
having repaffed the Line towards the South, the Courfe declines 
alfo Southward. Thofe that fail from the coaft of Peru Weft- 
ward, when the Sun is in the Equinoftial , have the Winds and 
Tides direftly from Eaft to Weft, between the Tropicks, and in 
a little time Ships arrive from the Molucques to Peru But when 
the Sun is in the Northern figns, the courfe of the Sea and the 
Wind rends Northward : And the Sun being in his greateft de- 
clination, in the Tropickof C^wfr, the Winds and Tides of the 
Eaft extend themfelves unto the -^oth degree of Northern Lati- 
tude, and fometimes further. On the contrary, thofe that ftil in 
the Southern Hemifphere, are obliged ro approach to the Line 
to meet the Eaftern Winds. Again, when the Sun hath palfcd the 
Line Southward,the Eaftern Winds and Tides extend themfelves 
unto the 4C?^degreeof5'o«/^a» Latitude J and therefore thofe 
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that navigate in the Northern Heniifphere, are conftrain'd in the 
J'4«^ljf/yf Sea to decline Southward to the Equinoflial , toniect 
the Winds and Tides of the Eaft for the Melucques and JPhilfp' 
pines. 

5. Notice is taken, that, fome years fince, a motion hath been 
found in the Ocean, that gives a flight motion to the whole Ocean 
in general j not that 'tis vifiblejbiit yctfufficiently perceivsd by 
Pilots : ForafiBiich as the Ef»gli(b have obferv'd , that they fail 
niorefpeedily , with the fame wind, ingoing froav England 10 
SpAW , than from Spdn.io Ettgland. IhtSfaniardj zWoYizv^ 
noted , that they fouietlnies went out of Spam into the Wefi- 
Ittdks in 24 hours ,• bur, that they could not return how 
favourable foever the weather was to them, inJefs than four 
months. 

6. Concerning the particular Voyages, defcribed in the jRo«. 
tier above-intimated, they are, i. A Voyage from France to the 
Cape of Good Hope, 2. From the Cape of Lopo Go»fa/ues to the 
River Congo and Jtjgela, on the coiil of Guh^md Ethiopia. 

3, From Liihn to Malacca in Oflober, to arrive there in April 
which is the time that the Weft- winds reign on the Indian Coafts! 

4, From the Cape of Good Hope to Mcfambique and Gea , when 
onepafTeth betwixt the Firm land and the Jfleof St, Loremz. 

5, From Mofambique to Goa in Auguft ,• unto the end of which 
it is good to parr, without flaying any longer. 6. Vrom Mofam- 
Lique to Goa, in the end of March. 7. From the Cape of Good 
Hope, without the Ifle of St. Laurentz , for Goa or Cochin. 
8. Voyage toward the coaft of jifrica , when the Ship is Ea/} of 
the Garajtes zad of SajadeMal/a, the feafon being paft, and the 
provifionfpenr,ro that there is no likelyhood of a pofllbility of 
arriving on the coaft of India ^ and that one is conftrained to 
winter at Momhaja or Mofamhique , which is the fhorteft way 
that can be taken. 9. From Mombafa to Goa^ in March and A- 
pril. 10. A voyage that may be made , when a Ship comes in the 
after-ftafon to the Cape of Good Hope, and takes her courfe be- 
tween Terra ferma and St. haurentz. r i. From Goa to the Cape 
of Good Hope by Mozambique , pafling between the Terra ferma 
and SuLaurentz, 1 2. From Cochin to the Cape of Good Hope by 
Mofambiqtte. 13. From Go^i to the C. of Good Hope ^ by pafling 
without St. L-»«r(?»?^,which is the old rout. r4. FromtheCape 
of Gtsfd Hope to Liibon, by the Ifle of St. llelena, i ;. From the 
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Cape of Gocd Hope to Luhn again , by the coaft of Afsgok, 
1 6. From jingoU to Lisbon. 17. From LuUn to Malacca , in 
Oftober,to arrive there in April, which is the tinie of the Weft- 
winds reign on the Ww» Coaft?. 18. Tiom Lisbon to Ma- 
Ucca in the feafon of February and March. 1 9. From Mii.!'acc& 
to Lisbon. 20. From Malacca to Macao in China, 2 r. From the 
Jfles of Canton and the coaft of China towards Nyngpo and 
Nci»(l»in. 22. Vvo'caLampacon'aez.t Macao t.ov/zxds Jaf an ^ as 
faras the Ifleof Firando. 23. From Macao 10 Jipaa and the 
Ifle of Cabexuma, as far as to the Haven of Languafaque, 
24, What courfe is to be taken to enter into the haven of Lan- 
guafaque in Japan. 25. Rout held by the Pilots from Frovence 
to the Eaji'lndies. 26. Froo) the Ifleof Gomera^ one of the 
Canaries,to the Antiflis^zrxd thence to Cartagena , and Nombre 
de Dies, andfoto tht Havana. 27* The courfe and true marks 
from the Ifle Dejirada, as faras the coa,ft of Cartagena^ Nombre 
de Diosy Neve Spain^ and the Canal of Havana, 28* From Cape 
Vert to Brafel , and to know the Coaft and Havens of the fa id 
Country of Brafi/, as faras to the River della Plata, 29. From 
Todos los Santos, on the coaft of Brafil. 30, From Rio des llhas, 
on the fame coaft. 3 r. To the haven, Porto Seguro, on the fame 
coaft. 32. To the haven called Spirito Santo, on the fame coaft. 
33, From Spir. Santo to the Bay of St. Vincent, 34. From the 
Cape Frio,zi faras Rio della Plata^ with the particulars thereof. 
3?. The Ankrings and Soundings in the Roads and Havens of 
the Mare Cluiale and the White Sea. 36. The Soundings of 
the Havens of the Balti^ue^zvidrhtGermanStz; asalfoofthe 
Coaft of England, beginning from the Cape of Cornrvall, and fo 
on; WkevfiCt of Ire/and^France^ Bifcay^Galliciayrortugal^ the 
Coafts of Jfrica, the Ifles of Tercera and the Canaries, of Jme.- 
r/f<i, and particularly of r/>g/«/ji,f'/er/,a^<i, and New Spain. 

III. Philofofhical Dialogues concerning the PRINCIPLES 

if Natural Bodies; ^y W.Simpfon,ejVM>. Lond.1677. 
^~r^He Learned and Induftrious Author of thefe Dialogues 
I endeavours to deliver in them a confirmation of the Cor- 
^«/c«/4ri4« Philofophy, taking-in Seminal Princip>les 2nd Ftx- 
ments to make up the generality of Mixc bodies in the World. 
Where he underftands by Seminal Principles certain niinute 
portions of dcidawd Sttlphttr^ concentred and wrapt up by the 
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Author of Nature in finalira)MiKnts of Matter, which Princi- 
ples are to him the Mechanical Agents included in all thofe 
bodies coronionly called ^«^/; noi buc that thefe Principles 
th^mfelves are aifo niacerial, and, in his opinion, ultimately re- 
ducible into Water (which he would have the Materia! Princi- 
ple of all Concretes, ) but with this difference, ihat they are 
pure and very fubtile parts (engaged in groffer oneO adapted 
for that motion ; which he fuppofes abfohitely nectfiary in 
the fabrick of all Mixts. By I'ermenis he means tht aforefaid 
Principles, (or Semmal fparks hidden in matter) aGually put 
into motion , and by the variety of chat motion producing the 
variety of bodies. 

This fignification of his Seminal and Fcrmentai principles 
he illuftratts by the Generation both ot'Vegetal/les and Animals', 
efleemingthefaid generation to be no other than a natural E- 
volution or EKpanfion of the implanted Seminal principles 
contained in the minute Seed or Ew;>'^r;o, and rendred fruitful 
or prolific by the odour of a fpirituous ferment. So that thefe 
Seminal Principles, carried on by a mutual collifion of Mecha- 
nical Agen's, are, to him, the very groundwork of all natural 
Fire in bodies, and that thefe little Fires, harboured in fo ma- 
ny minure portions of Matter as there are variety of things, 
give motion and vigour to every body wherewith they are 
cloathed, MoiTOver, the Author confidering Bodies in their 
Generation, and Mutation, and reducing them to their feveral 
ChjJcSf he finds, there are feven Complications, or feven ways of 
Aggrefiions of his Principles, Acids and Sulphurs; andcoii- 
fequeotly fo many forts of Fires, hid in the bofom of things, 
accoi'ding to thofe feven Modifications of the Principles , by 
which they varioufly combine to the raifing of bodies, and to 
thedilTo'vingof them again. 

And thefe feven Complications he thus reckons up : Thefrjl 
is,when the Principles combine in fuch a peculiar ColUfion, 
as that ihcEtheresl matter is interwoven therewith, andds fo- 
mented, by a continual fupplyfiom the perpetual circu'ation 
of that JEther; of which fort he makes the SoUr Fires to be, 
becaufe made from the fame principles that the Solar rays are ; 
Aich as Light and Heat in the Macrocofm, 

The/?«»flfis, when rheaforefaid Principles do accofi each 
other by i gentle collifion , cither progrefTivefrom the Cen'.er , 

as 
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as Generation ; or retrogrefiive from the fuperficies, as Putre- 
faftion. 

The third is, when the Principles by zfironger and more fen- 
rib!e rollifion hie each other j which he diftinguidies into Na- 
turahad Artificial ; the forr/ier^ fuch as is manifeft among Ve- 
getables in their ripened Joyces, whofe principles flruggle 
(in our Authors language) with ftronger collifions : The latter^ 
fuchas isfecn in every effervefcence bet ween faftitiousAlcalie's 
and Acids. 

The/o«rr^isthemofl high and rapid motion the Principles 
are capable of,and whence refuits the ratio formaiis of Culinary 
or common Fire; and by which complication the phaenomena 
belonging to that Fire, may be folved* 

The fifth h, when the Principles , after they are by the moft 
rapid collifion brought to an ignition, are tranfmitted from 
their own into other bodies, where having penetrated, they are 
by a liind of fixation locked up , and fo become the caufes of 
divers fhanomena; as it is apparent in the Calces oi Mettais 
made '\x\formnJicca,zs of Lead, Iron,Mercury,&c. 

thejixth is , when the Principles are compiicated by a cer- 
tain colUquarion; thence by our Author called 7^»«f<i//i5'«4' 
tivi, and by him diftinguifii't in Caufiical.Cerrofive, and Futre- 
faSfive. The (irft again into Lixivial (as the fixt Alcalies 
of Plants, fixt Nitre, Crf/xwx'^,) and Veficatory, as Chymical 
OyIs,Cantharides, and fome Plants. The /'^wW (which are the 
Corrofive^ take their original from Mineral principles colli- 
quatedby force of Fire; whence all corrofiveMe»j?y»<«. The 
third, namely the putrefaSfive ^ is made threefold again, Fefii- 
kfitial, VenemoM, and properlj Putrefa^iive: Concerning all 
which, he refers us to his teutamett I'hyjiologicttmy intended to 
bepublifhed by him* 

The feventh and lafl: complication is, when the Principles 
are fined by an intimate and radical union ; whence arife Fires 
fui geiteru , wh\ch by reafcnof the fixity and the infeparable 
connexion of the principles, fuff er no deflagration of parts, nor 
any injuries by our ftrongeft: fire ; fuch as to him are the Philo' 
fophicil Elixir:, the liquor ^Ikdefi , and the Mercurim J'hilefi- 
fhorum. 

So far his Seven Complications; which whether they are 
confonant to the nature of things, ^nd comprehenfive enough to 

expli" 
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explicateall pliaenomemof the World by , muftbe left to the 

profefTed and fagacious Searchers of Nature to determine* 

IV. J New Treatise of GHYMlStRT, ^cmitten in French by 

Chriftopher Glafer, mdnowfaithfally Engliflied hy F,R. S. 

London, 1677. in%°. 

THis Author having refleftcd upon thecaufes, why many 
have declaiuied 3gainftCh>mical Writers and cven,a- 
gainO Chymiftry itfclf, niaketh ithis bufinefsin this Treatife 
to publift a Oiort and eafie method for the happy attainment 
of all rhe molt ncceflary preparations of Chymiftry ; alTuring 
us, that the confidering Reader flhall find therein nothing tedi- 
ous, fuperfluous, or defeftive in any matter that deferves to be 
kno\vn,and that, though indeed the Preparations of all Chy- 
mical matters cannot be found therein, yet fufRcient Examples 
of them will be had from it ; affirming withal , that he hath 
delivcr'd no operation , but what he has made and well expe- 
rienced himfelf, and what any one, following the Rules by him 
prefcribed, may do after him. 

As for the7^«ry,hefpcaksfuccinflly , yet feems to fay fo 
much of it as may fuffice for dire<9:ion to the Preparations : 
performing his operations on Minerals^ Vegetables, and jini- 
mals, and proceeding therein orderly, without omittingany 
necelTary direflions. 

■Mv^irtlfement. 
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